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COULD YOU 
BE THE
DIFFERENCE?

Our Canine Therapy
programmes are a
unique blend of
biological and
therapeutic sciences
relating to canines,
the way they work,
their health, their
diseases, how they
behave, and what can
be done
therapeutically to
improve their well-
being.

Top Reasons to study Canine Therapy at 
Writtle University College:

1.  You will use the latest equipment in our Canine
Therapy Centre, including a hydrotherapy pool
and underwater treadmill.

2. You will study a range of subjects, from 
hands-on therapies to Biomechanics and 
Sports Medicine.

3. Our highly qualified academic staff includes
experienced veterinary physiotherapists and
veterinary surgeons.

4. You will acquire recognised skills in
hydrotherapy in commercially run sessions with
real cases.

5. You will have the option to access an intensive
professional animal massage qualification -
subject to extra cost and availability.
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DID YOU KNOW? 

THE BSC (HONS) IN CANINE THERAPY WILL PRODUCE
HIGHLY QUALIFIED PRACTITIONERS SPECIALISED IN
VARIOUS ASPECTS OF CANINE THERAPY
(HYDROTHERAPY, MASSAGE THERAPY). 

THESE ARE POPULAR DISCIPLINES WITHIN THE
INDUSTRY AND STUDENTS WILL ACQUIRE BASIC
SKILLS ENABLING THEM TO PURSUE A CAREER IN ANY
OF THESE FIELDS.

DID YOU KNOW?

We offer Foundation Year programmes for
each of our BSc (Hons). These are four year
programmes with a Year 0 covering Science
and Academic skills. Students will then
progress on to the three year degree.
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 “This canine therapy course is
a dream come true for me as
it is a vital step in my dog
sports career, allowing me to
provide the best care for my
own and others' canine
athletes, comfortable in the
knowledge that Writtle
University College has
provided me with
unparalleled industry-level
training and teaching. A
degree in Canine Therapy is a
must-have for a person like
me!”

STUDENT PROFILE

Lucien Cruse 
Current WUC student
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Our Canine Therapy programmes are a unique blend of biological and
therapeutic sciences relating to canines, the way they work, their health,
their diseases, how they behave, and what can be done therapeutically to
improve their well-being. The courses cover a wide variety of topics such
as anatomy and physiology and biomechanics for foundation knowledge
as well as more specific modules relating to hydrotherapy and massage
therapy, in order to produce rounded therapists.

ABOUT THE COURSE

UCAS Tariff points: 96
All applicants must hold a minimum of four GCSE passes at grade
C/4 or above to include English, Maths and Science.
Please visit our website for a full list of entry requirements.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

ASSESSMENT METHODS

Formal written examinations
Portfolios evidencing practical competencies & Self-evaluative e-
portfolios
Business plans, Research projects & clinical examinations
Presentations and other written submissions that may include posters
Magazine articles & Case study evaluations

The aim of the course is to provide a diverse range of assessment types to
reflect the learning styles of the increasingly diverse student profile.
Assessment methods include:

UCAS CODE:
D390

BSc (Hons)
 

Canine
Therapy
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COURSE MODULES
BSc (Hons)

 
Canine

Therapy
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This two-year full-time course is a unique blend of the biological and
therapeutic sciences relating to canines, the way they work, their health,
their diseases, how they behave, and what can be done therapeutically
to improve their well-being. Students will be taught by a range of skilled
scientists and clinicians with extensive experience of canine. Due to its
vocational characteristic, the course includes a substantial amount of
practicals delivered in class, and placements done in clinics. We will
cover a wide variety of topics such as Anatomy and Physiology and
Biomechanics for foundation knowledge as well as more specific
modules relating to Hydrotherapy and Massage therapy.

ABOUT THE COURSE

UCAS Tariff points: 80
Please visit our website for a full list of entry requirements.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

ASSESSMENT METHODS

UCAS CODE:
D329

Presentations
Coursework 
Video logs 
Practical exams (OSPE)
Written Exams & Written Assessments

This course contains a variety of assessment methods to ensure
practical and academic competence. Assessment methods include:

Diploma
of HE

 
Canine
Studies
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COURSE MODULES
Diploma

of HE
 

Canine
Studies
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ASSESSMENT METHODS

Presentations
Coursework
Video log
Practical exams (OSPE)
Written Exams
Written assessments

This course contains a variety of assessment methods to ensure
practical and academic competence. Assessment methods include:

This one-year full-time course is a unique blend of the biological and
therapeutic sciences relating to canines, the way they work, how they behave,
and what can are the therapeutic options to improve their well-being.
Students will be taught by a range of skilled scientists and clinicians with
extensive experience of canine. 

The Certificate of Higher Education in Canine Studies provides a balance of
vocation and academic study that is intellectually challenging, vocationally
relevant and provide foundations to pursue a progressive career working with
dogs.

ABOUT THE COURSE

UCAS Tariff points: 48
Please visit our website for a full list of entry requirements.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

UCAS CODE:
D328

Certificate 
of HE

 
Canine
Studies
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COURSE MODULES
Certificate 

of HE
 

Canine
Studies
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Pens, pencils, paper and folders for note taking 
Clipboard 
You might find a digital camera/smart phone useful for taking photos/videos
during practicals when appropriate 
Suitable smart clothing (plain navy or black trousers) for working around   
 dogs 
Lab coat 
Laptop
Wet suit - needed by Year 2
Pair of crocs or suitable footwear - needed by Year 2

Details of local suppliers will be made available to you during your Freshers’
Week, but if you already have any of the items listed below, please bring them
with you to see if they are suitable. It is advisable to avoid purchasing other items
until you have been advised on the specifications required.

Equipment

 
PLEASE NOTE no sleeveless tops, shorts or hoodies are allowed whilst working at
the Canine Therapy Centre. Tops and jackets should be plain and must not have
large motifs or embellishments. If jeans are worn they must be smart (no rips or
embellishments). This will be commercial premises with many users and visitors
so all clothes must be smart and professional at all times. 

Extra costs: Whilst attending the BSc Canine Therapy award some extra costs are
to be considered. Primarily, they will be related to the equipment and material
mentioned above. Finally, there is the option to do the Caninenergy Body Worker
Massage Qualification in between the second and the third year. This is at extra
cost so prices and availability for this course will be communicated at induction.

EQUIPMENT



POTENTIAL CAREER
PROSPECTS:

Self-employed Canine
Therapist and/or Hydro
therapist 

Canine Therapist and/or
Hydro therapist as part
of a multi-disciplinary
team in a large referral
clinic 

Research Assistant 

Lecturer

Health Advisory roles 
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Many students ask us to recommend books for them to buy or read before they
start. All the books that you will need are available from the WUC library, many
as e-books, so there is no need to rush out and buy any. Each module will have
a suggested reading list and as you progress through the course you will be
encouraged to use fewer books and rely more on journal articles in your
reading, which again are available through the WUC library.

If you are really keen to buy books before you come, some of the books that are
recommended are:

Fischer, M. & Lilje, K. (2016) Dogs in Motion. Dortmund:VDH.

Landsberg, G. & Tynes, V. (2014) Behaviour: A Guide for Practitioners. Amsterdam:
Elsevier.

The Kennel Club (2017) the Kennel Club’s Illustrated Breed Standards (Fifth
Edition). London: Ebury Press.

McGowan, C., Goff, L. & Stubbs, N. (2007) Animal Physiotherapy: Assessment,
Treatment and Rehabilitation of Animals. Oxford: Blackwell Publishing.

Millis, D. L., Levine, D. & Taylor, R. A. (2004) Canine Rehabilitation and Physical
Therapy. St. Louis: Saunders.

Zinc, M. C. & Van Dyke, J. B. (2013) Canine Sports Medicine and Rehabilitation.
Oxford: Wiley-Blackwell

READING LIST
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On graduation, you can be
affiliated to the National

Association of Registered
Canine Hydrotherapists
(NARCH) or the Canine

Hydrotherapy Association
(CHA) as a Qualified

Hydrotherapist.

COURSE
ACCREDITATION

A unique feature of this
programme is That WUC is

accredited by the 
Animal Health Profession’s

Register (AHPR)

If you complete the optional
Canine Body Worker Massage

Qualification you can be
affiliated to the International

Equine Body Worker
Association’s (IEBWA) – Small

Animals section.
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NATIONAL STUDENT
SURVEY

Overall Student
Satisfaction

 
Highest 

University-Sector
Institution in England*

92%

*Based on 2020 NSS Taught data
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Whilst Government
guidelines are in place
students will be required
to follow a strict Covid-19
Code of Conduct,
including the wearing of
face coverings as directed,
and advised against the
sharing of equipment.

If you have any concerns,
special needs or requirements
that you would like to discuss
with us, please do not hesitate
to get in touch.

E: askalecturer@writtle.ac.uk

Code of conduct

Equipment

Study tours

If social distancing measures
are in place, we will aim to
deliver practical or studio
sessions, in appropriately-sized
areas in groups of no more
than 20.

Practical sessions

Appropriate PPE

1

Whilst it remains inadvisable
to share equipment, we ask
that you review the
Equipment list for your
course programme and
ensure that you have a
personal laptop. If you are
concerned about financing
equipment required to study
your course, please get in
touch by emailing
askalecturer@writtle.ac.uk 
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YOUR SAFETY
AT WUC

In this ever changing
situation, we will always
follow Government guidance
and be working towards the
following principles to
effectively deliver our
programmes and to ensure
safety of all our students and
staff at Writtle University
College.

When guidance stipulates,
we will ask students to wear
appropriate face coverings -
and they will need to provide
two washable face coverings
for their own use. Students
who have lab sessions will be
ask to bring their own white
lab coat. 

If restrictions are in place that
mean theory sessions are
online, we will support these
with forums, group
discussions, exercises, quizzes
and tutor-led Q and A
sessions, encouraging an
interactive experience with
your course lecturers and
fellow classmates.

Online sessions
3

4

We're here to help

If trips and study tours are not
able to take place we will
ensure that your course
continues to have a varied
industry perspective and
learning experience by local
industry visits and online guest
speakers / virtual events.
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6

2

Classroom Layouts
Whilst social distancing
measures are in place, you
will be taught in classrooms
which allow social
distancing, with tables all
facing forwards.

8



writtle.ac.uk/UG-Canine-Therapy

We hope this guide has given you all
the information you need, but please
do not hesitate to contact our
admissions team if you have any
questions about applying to study
here, want an update on the status of
your application, or have a query about
what you need to do next.

Please keep an eye on our website for
details on our upcoming events

T: 01245 424200
E enquire@writtle.ac.uk

 
Want to ask a question about student life? 

Contact a current student at
askastudent@writtle.ac.uk 

 


